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Welcome to the whale sharkers competition! You will be able to submit work through our website 
until October 9th, 2019. A selection of submissions will be displayed on the Whale Shark Project 
website. Good luck to all! 
 

The Whale Shark Project 

The Whale Shark Project aims at raising awareness about plastic pollution and leading grassroot 
efforts to curb it through art and positive messaging. We are building a musically interactive 
sculpture of two life-sized whale sharks. Our project has been collaborating with local 
businesses, organizations, and government to encourage the reduction of single use plastics 
and to improve plastic recycling. 

 

 
 

Objective 

Younger generations have already proven that they can be leaders of change for the 
environment, and this competition’s purpose is to provide momentum for this movement. It will 
be the opportunity for students to: 

• Learn more about plastic, the oceans, and actions they can take 
• Conduct an impactful project 
• Express themselves through art, research, or community actions 
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Categories 

There are 3 categories of possible submissions: art, research, or community action. For each 
category, we have different expectations based on the grade of the students as described in 
section III.  

 

 

Our Jury 

 

Arts category: Artists in the 
WSP team  

Research category: Georgia 
Aquarium & Printpack 

employees  

Community Action Category: 
WSP communication team  

Scott Strader (sculptor) 
Dr Al Dove (Whale Shark 

researcher) 
Tori Kraj (Computer Scientist 

student at GT), 

Michael Johnson (music 
producer) 

 

Aquarium volunteers 
 

Julianne McCallum (Engineer 
student at GT) 

 

Meg Fisher (plastic knitting) 
 

Nasreen Khan (Materials 
Science PhD student at GT) 

 

Lea Ikkache (co-founder of 
the WSP) 

 

Sky Siellez (co-founder of the 
WSP) 

 

Megan Robinson (product 
development at printpack) 

 

Natalie Murray (Mechanical 
Engineer) 
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By submitting work to the Whale Shark Project student competition 2019 edition, entrants accept 
and agree to be bound by the official rules for participation.  
 

 

Eligibility and Sponsor Teachers 

• Students can participate either as individuals or as a group of up to 4 students.  
• Each student/group have a sponsor teacher or parent. If students are conducting 

experiments, sponsors will have the responsibility to consult with the local SRC/IRB to 
ensure they have followed all rules and completed all required forms.  

 

 

Categories 

• There are 3 categories of possible submissions: art, research, and community action.  
• Students may enter in the appropriate division for their grade  

o Primary: Grades 3‐5 
o Middle School: Grades 6‐8 
o High School: Grades 9‐12 

• This means there will be 9 awards (one for each category and grade division). 
• Students may submit different works in different categories.  

 

 

Entry requirements 

• Participation to this competition is free 

• Entrants must submit their work through our website (thewhalesharkproject.com).  
• Students may submit work that they have presented at other occasions (class project, 

science fair, arts competition…) 
• Using copyrighted material, or material from other students is strictly prohibited. Please 

be careful when making videos that you don’t use copyrighted music or images. When 
quoting work from someone else, entrants should always mention the author of the work. 

• Entrants must follow requirements and instructions specific to each category and grade 
division. Details about the jury’s expectations can be found in section III 
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 Ownership and license 

Ownership in any submission shall remain the property of the entrants, but entry into this 
program constitutes entrants’ irrevocable permission and consent that the Whale Shark 
Project may display, copy, reproduce, enhance, print, sublicense, publish, distribute and 
create derivative works for WSP purposes (explaining the project, inspiring members of 
our team, communicating about our work). No submissions will be used for profit. 

 

 

 Format of submissions 

• You will be able to submit your work online on our website thewhalesharkproject.com. 
• In order to make the reviewing more efficient, we’re asking that your submissions are 

provided in a zip file. If your file is too large, please send it via email to 
info@thewhalesharkproject.com and fill the form on thewhalesharkproject.com in addition. 

• All formats are accepted, and we strongly suggest that you chose pdf as the format for 
your texts and reports. 

 

 

Questions 

Entrants and teachers may ask all their questions via email to 
info@thewhalesharkproject.com. We are here to help you understand the issues of plastic 
pollution and the details of the competition! 

  

mailto:info@thewhalesharkproject.com
mailto:info@thewhalesharkproject.com
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Community Actions 

 
Students may submit a short description or video of actions they have taken at home, in their 
school, or in their community to raise awareness and change behaviors around plastic pollution 
and sustainable development.  
 
Please describe the type of action, the resources you used, the people who worked on the 
project, a measurement of your impact (number of people affected, amount of plastic not 
wasted…), and your thoughts about the action.  
 
The jury will evaluate the creativity and impact of the project, as well as the involvement of 
students. 
 
We’ll accept either descriptions (pdf format) or videos (mp4 format).  

 
• Primary Schools: You can submit any action that you organized in your school or 

community. Here are some examples of things you can do: 
o Measure and reduce your family’s carbon footprint/water usage 
o Sell some reusable items in your school 
o ... 

 
• Middle School: You can submit any action that you organized in your school or 

community. Here are some examples of things you can do: 
o Try going zero waste/low impact (measure your waste before and after) 
o Raise awareness around plastic: poster, video, small conference, run for the 

oceans… 
o sell reusable items 
o organize a cleaning walk 
o ... 

 
• High Schools: You can submit any action that you organized in your school or community. 

Here are some examples of things you can do: 
o Organize a community cleanup (it can be a run cleanup) 
o Invite activists / artists to talk at your school 
o Sell reusable items 
o Help change waste management at your school for more recycling and less waste 
o ... 
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Arts 

 
Theme: “Oceans” 
Students may submit art that shows the beauty of earth’s largest water feature and how its 
presence affects not only the creatures that live beneath its surface, but also those of us who 
live on land. The artwork should carry a message about what can be done to protect the oceans.  
 
By art, we mean anything from painting, sculpture, photography, music, videos to poems. For 
physical art, creatively reused materials are greatly appreciated.  
Please add a paragraph or two to describe your choices and approach 
 
The jury will evaluate the creativity and the involvement of students, as well as their ability to 
articulate their description soundly. 
 
We’ll accept pictures (pdf format), videos (mp4 format), sound files (mp3 files) or any format 
that helps show your art, as well as a pdf document for your short description.  

 

Research 

 
Students may submit either a poster, a model, a video or an essay that explores an issue relating 
to the ocean and/or plastic pollution. 
The jury will evaluate the understanding of the subject, involvement of students, and ability to 
present results in a clear and engaging way. 
We’ll accept either pictures of posters or models (pdf format), reports (pdf format), videos (mp4 
format).  

• Primary Schools: You can submit either a poster or an essay about: 
o A type of sea creature at the GA aquarium 
o A famous scientist or discoverer who has studied and/or protected the oceans 
o ... 

 
• Middle School: You can submit an poster, model, video or essay about: 

o How the oceans interact with other systems (weather, bodies of water, animals, 
plants) 

o Resources that we get from the oceans (food, energy, etc.) 
o Actions for the oceans: 

▪ New inventions / solutions / businesses that people are coming up with to 
help clean up the oceans 

▪ Existing solutions from other countries that we could get inspiration from 
▪ Artists who work for the oceans 
▪ People and organizations who raise awareness  of the importance of 

protection 
o Ocean issues (paired with existing solutions) such as: plastic pollution, climate 

change, red algae blooms, overfishing, reef death  
o River and Local Bodies of water- What effect ordinary household items such as 

detergents, bleach, cleaners, paints, etc. can have on local water systems and 
habitats if not properly disposed 
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o Recycling and Sustainability: Choose a material (Metal, Plastic, Glass)- Explain 

how it is recycled 
• High Schools: You can submit either a poster, a video or a report about an experiment 

that you have conducted.  You should explain: what your main idea is, what your 
hypothesis are, how you test them, and what you think about the results. This experiment 
can be: 

o A scientific experiment where you made observations. For example, you can 
explore: 

▪ How plastic interacts with water 
▪ how to measure pollution 
▪ how marine biodiversity is related to its environment 
▪ How recycling works 

• How different materials can be recycled or degrade 
• Choose a plastic (1-7), propose an experiment or method to 

recycle it or repurpose it 
▪ Propose a test method/way to detect small pieces of plastics in the ocean, 

rivers, or streams 
▪ How some plastics/metals/glass are better than others for recyclability 

and/or how long they degrade in a landfill or in the ocean 
o A public policy experiment where you can measure the effects of an 

environmental policy in your class or school. The policy can be existing or you 
can try and have it applied for the duration of your experiment 

o ... 
Please note that for experiments that involve humans and animals, you will need to consult with 
the local SRC/IRB to ensure you have followed all rules and completed all required forms.  
 


